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SHIP'S HISTORY

The USS STRIBLING (DD~867) is named in honor of Reay Admiral
Cornelius Kinchlow Stribling, whose 61 years of active Waval
Service included service in both the War of 1812 and the War
Between the States. While the USS STRIBLING =tan never hope
for sixty-one years of active service, this history will show

that she has seen much of the world durlng her commlssloned
time.

Commissioned September 29, 1945, the STRIBLING is a Gearing
Class, general purpose destroyer. Her modified superstructure.
har new equipment, and her increased firepower are the direct
rasulis of lesscns learned by her predecessors from years of
actual combat. Many changes have taken place since 1945.

The STRIBLING displaces 3,400 tons, has a length of 396 fee:
and a beam of 41 feet. Prior to her FRAM I overhaul, she was
armed with' six dual purpose five inch guns enclosed in thres
twin mounts; twin 3"/50 caliber mounts, two single 3%/50
mounts, torpedcoes, hedgehogs, and depth charges.

Following her commigsioning, the STRIBLING "shook down®™ at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and then moved on to Key West, Floxids,
where she acted asgs fiag ship for the fleet sonar school
sguadron, While at RKey West, the STRIBLING was chosen to
serve as hosit o President Truman, and carried the Commander-

in-Chief and a pavty &f other high officialg on a cruise to
Dry Tortugas.

In 1949 the STRIBLING joined other destroyers with the U.S. SIXTH
Fleet in the Meditervansan. This was the first of many cruises
in the MED. During her 192948 MED Cruise,; the STRIBLING becams

the first U.S. Ship to ever fly the flag of the United Naticns.

This she did in the Palestine Patrol which wag the highlight of
the cruise.

‘In 1949 the STRLbLING set sail for anotherx Medlterranean tovy

with the SIXTH Fleet. The itinerary of this trip included

such pozrts of gall as Venice, Trieste, Naples, and various

Grecian ports. The climax of this cruise with the SIXTH Flset

was a trip to Spain with two cruisers and another destrover,
headed by Admiral Richard L. Connolly, thén Commander-in-

Chief, U.S. Naval Forces in the Fastern Atlantic and Mediterranesan.
Thig was the first official wvisit of American Naval Forces o
Spain since the Spanish Civil War.

5hoxuly after the return to: the United States, the STRIBLING
departed on the most rigorous cruise of its short hlstory, tha
Horth Atlantic Maneuvers, most of which tock place in Artic
Waters. Throughout this cruise, the ship endured unsurpassed -~ - -
wind and seas which will live long in the memories of tne RET

who made this three week vovage.
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Bgain in 1950 and 1951 the STRIBLING joined the powerful SIXUH
¥leet in the Meditervanesan during which time she visited most
of the ports bordering that great inland sea. bDuring the 1550
cruise with the SIXTH Fleet, the STRIBLING also visited numerous
Northern Buropean and Scandinavian ports.

CFrom 21 Arpil to 25 June 1%52, the ship served .as flagship for
Commander Destroyer Flotilla FOUR, Rear Admiral G. C. WOOD. As
flagship, the STRIBLING visited JYran, Algeria, Gibraltar, BCC,
and the Azores. Enyoute to the Mediterranean, the ship
participated in the search for survivors from the USS HOBSON
with Admiral WOOD in command of rescue operations.

The STRIBLING sailed from Norfolk, Virginia, on 23 August 1953,
for Balboa, Panama, on the first leg of her geven and one-half
months c¢xrulse arcwmnd the world., Avxrviving at Yokosuka, Japan,
on 3 Octoher 1953, and following a brief upkeep pericd, she
began her Par Eastern operations lasting four months and
e2ight days of steaming 20,134 miles. The ship's diverse
operating schedule took her into the combat zone near Kovea
each of the fiwve calendar months she spent in the Far East.
Twice the ship operated with Fast Carrier Task Force 77 which
parrols the Sea of Japan., Her fivst operations in the Fax
East were with CTF 77 for the fifteen-day periocd of 17 October
to 1 November 1933, and she spent her longest operational
periocd, 23 consecutive days, with Carrier Tazk Force 77.

As a unit of Task Force 95, the United Nations Escort and
Blockading Force, the STRIBLING patrolled the West Coast of
Korea and the Yellow Sea with another American destroyer and
the Australian carrier, HMAS SIDNEY.

In addition to the operations, tralning, and touring, certain
members of the crew participated in a memorable rescue at sea.
On 16 December, four ship-wrecked Koreans were spotted by the
STRIBLING'S Poxri Loockout and regeued, having besn adrift for one
week after their vessel sunk. The ship received a letter of
thanks and a "WELL DONE”" from CHO, Republic of Xorea.

On 1% March 195%, the STRIBLING reached Port Said, Bgypt, after
transitting the second of the world's two big canals., After
stopping in various Mediterranean ports, the ship finally
carrived in Norfolk on 10 April 1954.

Remaining in Norfolk Ope?ating Area during the Summer of 1934,
the STRIBLING set saill in September to participate in Hunter/
Killer exercises off Loandondarry, Ireland. With her two-year
cycle completed, she went into the Charleston Maval shipyard in
the Spring of 1955 and upon completion of'the overhaul, left

for Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and refresher training.

In august 1955, the officers and crew of the STRIBLING wervre
assembled on the fantail while Rear Admiral FROST, Commander
Destrxoyer Flotilla FOUR, presented the Destroyer Force, U.S.
Atlantic Fleet Battle Efficliency Plague to the ship. This

wae the STRIBLING's hard-earned reward for being one of the

most efficient Hhips in her clags in DESLANT in over~-all comnat
readiness foxr 1955, This was the STRIBLING'S second conseehhive
battle efficiency awa?dn
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Returning to Norfolk after a gruige to the Gulf of Mexico,
type training, leave and upkeep filled the curriculwe until the
_ advent of the next Mediterranean tour in Fehruary 1956, The
first port-of~call was Cannes. The Riviera was visited by the
first snow storm in 25 years during the STRIBLING'S stay.
Other ports included Phaleron Bay, Greece; Palma, Naples and
Beirut, The ship then called at Iskenderun and Antalya in Turkey,
albraTtar, and the Azores before returning to Norfolk on
2 June in tine to receive her third consecutlve battie eff1c1ency B

In November of 1954, the STRIBLING turned eastward and crossed
the Atlantic once again as an element of Task Force 26, the
"Mystery Fleet". In company with the carriers FORRESTAL, LAKE
CHEMPLAIN, and ROOSEVELT, heavy cruiser DES MOINES, and a _
varying force of eleven to twenty destroyers, she steamed to

Lisbon, but returned to Noxrfolk in time for Christmas.

Farly in January 1957, the STRIBLING joined the LAXE CHAMPLAIN

again for plane guard duties in Maypori,. Plorida. Two weeks

later she sailed with DESROM SiX for SPRINGROARD in the Caribbean,

stopping at Havana, and San Juan for liberty. During this time

her fantall served as a photographers platform from which

sequences of Navy Life were taken by Louis de Rochemont Studiocs

in e new process called “"cinemirvacle". ‘

In Maxch the STRIBLING was assigned the duty of protecting
President Eisenhower on his cruise to Bermuda to confer with
Prime Minister MacMillan of Gxeat Britain. Returning from that
duty, she underwent another yard overhaul period after which
sha went again o Suantanamo Bay, Cuba for refreghexr training.

Upon completion of refresher training, the STRIBLING returned
to Norfolk to engage in evaluating some new communications
agquipment. The developmant of this new communication system
promises better communications to the Navy.

With the Christmas Holidays over and another new year begun, the
STRIBLING depavied on Operation SPRINGBOARD 1958 and warm wintex
in the Caribbean, Porig~of-call inciuvded San Juan, Cuidad
Trujillo, S8t. Thomas, and Havana.

Returning from SPRINGBOARDE, the STRIBLING participated duV'wg
March of 1958 in an amphibiocus exercise, LANTPHIBEX ~ 58, and along
with the remainder of DESRON SIX earned COMPHIRLANT'S “WELL DONEY
foxr her action in this exercise.

In June of 1858, the STRIBLING departed Norfolk once again for
duty in the Mediterranean. During this tour of duty, she partic-
ipated in the Tebanon Crisis and saw duty in the Red Sea and
Pergian Gulf areas. She visited ports such as Athens and Rhoées,
Greece; Naples, Italy; and Bahrein, Psrsian Gulf. On the return
trip in September the STRIBLING roared 50 miles through heavy
seas to rescue a pilot, LT [NNJOIGEE -: the USS SARATOS
{CVa~G0Y From the waters of the Atlantic.

Just four and one~half months after returaning from the MED, the
STRIBLING departed NMowfolk once agaln with DESRON SIX and STHITREN
for a sixz and one-half month cruise with the SIXTH Pleet, Poris-
gf-gall in the MED included Naples, Genoaz, and Trisste, Italy:
Cannes and Sete, France; Valencia and Barcelona, Spain; Istanbul.
Parkey; Palermo, Sicily; and @ibraltar. Duxring the 21959 MED
Cruise the STRIBLING wasz visited by Admiral Arleigh BURKE,

Chief of Waval Operations. This was the most lmportant ui,gle
event of the crulse. .
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Jpon return from the 1959 MED Cruise the STRIBLING spent the
remainder of 1959 in an UPKEEP status. Ship's force and tender
personnel speni many long hours during this period bringing the
tired STRIBLING back ihto a first class material condition.

January 1960 found the STRIBLING back at sea off the Florida

coast acting as rescue destrover for the USS INDEPENDENCE {CVA-6Z),
During this cruise the STRIBLING received word that the ship would
definitely take parlt in the Fleet Rehabilitation and Modernization
Program and was schaduled to snter the Charleston Haval Shipvard
in June 1960 for a FRAM MK 1 conversion. The remainder of the
wintex and spring were spent preparing for the coming overhaul

and participating in various local operations including the
rendering of assistance to the West German Freighter Berndt
Leonhardt after her collision with the USS SARATOGA (CVA-60).

The STRIBLING received a*WELL DONEY from COMCARDIV SIX for hey
assistance to the SARATOGA and Berndt Iwonhardt.

The STRIBLING entered the Charleston Naval Shlpyard on 1 June
1960 to bhegin ¥RAM 1 overhaul.

Hany of the crew were transferved to other ships and those xe- .
maining moved to the barracks at the U.S. Naval Base, Charleston.
The old ship was stripped down to the maindecks as 3"/50 guns,
anti-gircraft guns, depth charges racks, torpedo tubes, and othar
armament were removed., Most of these were not to be replaced,

but the forward 5"/38 guns and new, improved torpeﬂo tubes were
installed.

The main deck was torn.out and compartments were made more
serviceable with air conditioning and better arrangements of
tables and other necessary eguipment. :

Bulkheads rose in different locations and new compartments were
.sealed off., A flight deck and hangar were added and an ASROC
launcher installed amidships. :
Commissioning ceremonies were held 22 April, and sea trials begun.

On 12 May the STRIBLING‘completed her FRAM overhaul and moved oub
0 sea to busgin rvefresher training at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Upon completion of refresher training, on 18 August, the ship
saitled to ite new home port, Mayport, Floxida and ]OLEGG DESRON 14,

From September to December 1561, the STRIBLING dJoined the NATO

forces in BExercise LIME JUG in the North Atlantie. fThe ship docked

at Southhampton, England and Belfast, Ireland, and many persons
visited London and Dublin.

The return trip was rough, Stanchions were torn off, ladders
were twisted like pretzels, a hole was torn in the CPO bulk~
haad; paint was washed off and the numerals 867 were barely
showing. One man had an attack of appendicitis. When the ship
finally arvived at Mayport, the condition of the ghip, togetherw
with the ambulance standing by, caused wany families to WO?VJ
for¥it looked like the STRIBLING foughi: a waxr".




In February 19582, the STRIBLING with the USS NOA and other
ships went on range for the MERCURY shot which resulted in the
recovery of LT COL John H. GLENN, USMC, by the NOA.

- In March during ASW exercises with Task Group ALFA, the STRIBLING
responded to the call of distress signals from the S8 GEM which .
was in trouble off Cane Hatteras. In spite of rough weather,

ca life raft was:launched and 26 men were saved from the stern
of the tanker. A hexo's welcome awaited STRIBLING when it
returned to Mayport where TV, radio, national and local news

mediz interviewed the ship'’s crew and the grateful men who had
been rescued. BAs one British merchantman said, "I was never

80 glad te see the American Navy." .

A lull in trips occured, but not in the work, because in July
the STRIBLING was selected as one of three ships to go to
Washington to be inspected by the Chief of Naval Operations,
members of the Senate and House of Representatives, and military
and civilians of the various military organizations responsible
for the types of ships the Wavy will have in the future.

On return to Mayport, while making preparations for SIXTH Fleet
deployment, the STRIBLING proudly displayed another "E* for
efficiency in DESRON 14,

The crew bade farewell to their families on 3 Augusi and began
a MED Cruise with the SIXTH Fleet.

It was a smooth trip across the Atlantic and only a few days
could be consideved rough as the ship joined others of the
Bnericen, French, and British Navies for Exercise RIPTIDE TIII
in the Atlantic.

Prior to transitting the Suez Canal on 1 September to report
for duty with the Middle Bast Forces, the ship visited Haples
and Athens. On 7 September the ship moored at Djibouti,
French Somaliland, and on the l6th ai Bahrain Island in th
Persian Gulf. ) '

Sn the 19th, the STRIBLING, USS PERRY, and USS GREENWICH BAY,
with units2 of the Iranian Navy, conducted exercises off Xharg
Island in the Persian Gulf., On the 24th of September, the
SYRIBLING broke the COMIDEAST FORCE flag as Rear Admiral
SEMMES and his aids rode the ship that day.

On 29 Septembeyr, at Ras Tanura, Saudi Aribda, members of the
Saudi Avabian Navy came aboard for an inspection and under-
way exercise in which they observed 5"/38 gun firing, and
took part in fire drills, and were allowed to maneuvey the
ship for "man overboard®” drill. ‘he sound of the Arabic
Language over the 1MC system was very strange indeed.

Before depariing from the Middle Bast, the ship visited Aden,
and then having been relieved on 15 October, transitted the
Suax Canal foxr the 5th tiwe, and rejoined the SIXTH Fleet.

During the period 15 Octcber to 1 December, while operating
with the SIXTH Fleet, the ghip vigited Golfe Juan, France;
Gaeta and Waples, XYtaly, and Messina, Sicily.
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Homeward bound in the Labter part of Februazy 1963, SPRIBLING
axrived at Mayport on 2 March. fThe cruise had been rewarding
in many respects. From Knawg Island, Iran, and Diibouti,
French Somaliland, to Barcelona, Spain, STRIBLING had core
in contact with meny different climates and peoples, conveying
to these people an insight te America and gaining an awareness
of cultures and ideas different from our own. In addition,
the tour with the SIXTH Fleet gave the ship important experience
~ in the complax and demanding operations and logistics of a
mobile strike group and the pride of being a part of a very
vital and effective element of %hls country's first line of
defenga. :

Ironiecally, but understandable, the most enjoyable part of
such an experience is the howmecoming. STRIBLING had been gone
from 3 August 1962 to 2 March 1963, a period covering nearly
two-thirds of a year but which seemed longer to rany.

Shortly after the return to Mayport began a much needed leave
and upkeep period, punctuated by an assignment as a training
‘ship for the Fleet Sonar School, Key West, Florida, for two
weeks during April.  Ir May the STRIBLING went to Norfolk for

a yard nev;od at Portsmouth Nawval Shipyard, and here it was
diBcovered that a number of highly corroded hull plates required
replacement. Portsmouth being too husy to do the required
woxk, the ship was assigned a yvard availability at a private
yard in Jacksonville whexre damage to the Sorar and propellers
were jincurred while drydocking. A somewhat prolonged period

in the drydock £ailed to correct all ills for the ship developed
a very noticzable wibration during subsequent sea trials. A
return to the drydock in order to inspect and straighten a
slightly misaligned STRIBLING to make her next scheduled cruise.

In early August she departed for six weeks to Bexrmuda and Ponta
Delgade on the Island of San Miguel in the Azores. This proved
a very welcome resplte from the previous several months.

Upon return from the Azores cruise, she again went into dry-
dock at another Jacksonville shipyard. Further work on the
propulsion shaft finslly corrected the vibration problems
and in Octoher STRIBLING could be congidered "ready for sea."

The remainder of the fall saw the ship operating in the Mayport
area conducting exerecises and participating in one large fleet
off the Virginia Capss. Much time was spent in port and in
November STRIBLING raceived confirmation that she would depioy
to the MED with Destroyer Division ONE FOUR TWO in early
February 1964, _ .

STRIBLING spent all of Januwary 1964 in Mayport preparing fox
the forthcoming MED deployaent, and on 8 February she departed
Maypert with other units of Destvoyer bPivision ONE FOUR TWO.
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Pcra@us/Athena, Greece was the first liberty port in the MED
in Janvary. Early in March STRIBLING transitted the Suez
Canal forx duty with MIDEASTFOR, stopping at Jidda, Ethiopia;
Djlbouti, French Somaliland; Mena Al Ahmadi, Kuwait; the

- British Protectorate of Aden; Bahrain Island in the Persian
Gulfl; Karachi, Pekistan; and Kharg Island, Iran, While with
MIDEASTFOR. STRIBLING participated in OPERATION DELAWAR and
received a commendation from Rear Admiral A, ¥. SCHADE, USH,
COMMIDEASTFOR, for outstanding performance in gunnery.

On 1 May STRIBLING departed MIDEASTFOR and transitted the
Suez Canal once again, She proceeded to Naples and a tender
availability period. During this time, on 16 May, Change of
Command Ceremonies were held at which tlme CDR M, Q. GEARY,
USN, relieved CDR R. B. JACOBS, USN, as Commanding Officer.

While in Naples STRIBLING received confirmation that she would
participate in the 20th Anniversary Commemoration of the
Normandy Invasions. This she did with units of the French,
British, and Canadian Navies. DPorts of interest which were
visited were Portsmouth, England, and Cherbourg, France.

In mid-June STRIBLING visited Rordeaux, France to help celebrate
the opening of the International Trade Fair. STRIBLING was

the first United States Navy ship to V181t Bordeaux in over
three years.

From mid-June to mid-July STRIBLING operated with units of the
U. S. SIXTH Fleet, making calls at Thiza, Baleric Island, and

leenc;a, Spain. After these operations she departed the MED

for return te the United States, a 1onq but very enjoyable MED
cruise behind hex.

In late August BTRIBLING arrived at Mayport for a period spent
preparlng for general overhaul. This stay was interrupted by
Hurvicane DORA, forcing STRIBLING to leave Mayport to evade
the storm. In nmid-Septenber STRIBLING entered Charleston
Naval Shipyard for a regular overhaul which extended into
early 1965.

After completion of her first yard overhaul since FRAM,
STRIBLING departed Chavlieston, South Carolina on 18 January
1265 for exercises in the Norfolk Operating Area and afiter
mora than four months absence, entered Mayport on 27 January.
After a short stay, STRIBLING got underway for Guantanamo
Bay and six grueling weeks of refresher training. The work
at "GITMO™ was hard, but the STRIBLING crew put forth its
best effort and made a fine mark on her final ORI.
STRIBLING's grade on her ASW ORYI was the highest ever awarded
by the professionals at Fleet Training Group Guanitanamo Bay
to a FRAM I destroyver.

After completion of shore bombardment qualifications at
Culebra, STRIBLING retuxrned to Mayport on 22 March and
commenced praparations for another deployment to SIXTH ¥leet.
Departing for the MED on 17 May, STRIBLING arrived in Rota,
Spain ten days later. From there, STRIBLING proceedsd via
Soudha Bay, Creke, and the Suez Canal to the Middle East.
Successive ports of call during operations with Middle East
Force weve Pori Sudan, Aden, and Diego Suarez and Tamatave
in Madagascar. En rouvte to Madagascar, STRIBLING crossed
the equator and the ceremonies attendant to the creation of
ghellback from pollywogs were most golorful.




Returning to the Mediterranean again viz Aden and the Suew
Canal,; STRIBLING put into Piraeus. Greence, for liberty and
then woved on to Naples for a tender availability period.
Early August was spent opevating with the SIXTH Fleet, some
fine libexty in Palma, Spain, and turning over to the USS
NORRIS in Pollensa Bay.

On 1 September STRIBLING returned to Mayport after another
successiul MED deployment, including her third successive
Middle Eagt assignment. Only two days aftexr arrival STRIBLING
was again underway te avoid Hurxricane BETSY. Evasion efforts
were successful and STRIBLING returned to Mayport on 11
September and spent the remainder of the month in a tender
availability period.

Ociober was spent in preparation for and performance of special
operations under the cperational control of COMSUBLANT,
Returning to Mayport from these operation on 12 November,
STRIBLING's crew was permitted to vemain in port until 8 Dec-
ember for some well-earned time with families and friends.

The period 8 to 17 December was spent at sea plane guarding

fox USS INDEPENDENCE and USS SARATOGA and after return to
Mayport, STRIBLING commenced another tender availability
period in preparation for her next scheduled operation to
commence in min~January 1966,

Us8 STRIBLING celebrated her 21st birthday in 1%66 and completsd
a busy year highlighted to two important events; First,
successful implementation of the DASH weapons system in April
and second, an historic visit to Port Said, United Arab
Republic, in September. B8y visiting Port Said STRIBLING
helped to perform an inportant diplomatic service in American
efforts to improve xelatlions with the United Arab Republic.

On the other hand, the installation of the drone anti-submarine
helicopters provided STRIBLING with another lethal weapon to
be used against possible submarine threats arising in time of
war.

On 4 January STRIBLING began a three-week c¢ruigse to the Caribhean
o participate in 1966 SPRINGBOARD exercises. One of the
highlights of these exercises was the impressive performance

of STRIBLING's two 5 inch 38 gun mounts, which fired more than
1400 rounds in various gunnery exexcises. Not only did
STRIBLING qualify again az & naval shore bombardment ship,

she also demonstrated her versatility by scoring very high in
anti-alr gunnery exercises, During the cruise, the poris of

St., Thomas, St. Croix, and San Juan were visited,

On 4 April, STRIBLING sailed north to Virginia, this tine to
receive the DASH Ship Quallfication Team at Norfolk. Ths
preparation of the ship for DASH was so thorough that STRIBLING
was able Lo cut the noiril time of one week in Norfollk to less
than three days, sailing for Mayport and arriving on 9 April.
The remainder of April was spent in and out of home port as
SYRIBLING, assisted by technicians from Gyrodyne Coxp.
successfully tested her new drone anti-submarine helicopters.
STRIBLING offic: ally became a DASH-gualified ship without
restrictions on 4 May.




Departing on 20 June, STRIBLING and the other Mayporte

based destroyers arvived in Gibraltar on 30 June. During
her stay in the MBED, STRIBLING had the opportunity to wvisit
and take liberiy in the ports of Genoa; Siracusa, Calian;
and Taranto, ltaly. In Taranto STRIBLING's motor whale
‘handily defeated the USS BAILEY'S in a race around the

USS SARATOGA (CVA~60). Following the "great race® STRIBLING

paid calls to Naples, Avgostoli Bay, Port Said, Pavaeus,
ibiza and Palma in the Baleric Island, and Valliencia.

The mest memorable and important port of call was Port Saild.
On a hot Friday moraning of 2 September, the two ships steamed
up to the mouth of the Suez Canal. STRIBLING fired a 2l-gun
salute as she followed behind the INGRAM. A hectic schedule
of sccial events and tours followed for all members of the
crew, Saturday, more than 500 residents of Port Said game
aboard both ships for tours. After a busy three day visit,
which earned both ships high praise from various military
commands in the Mediterranean Area as well as diplomatic
officials, STRIBLING and IHGRAM set sail for Athens.

On 9 October, STRIBLING and the other five DESRON 14 ships
arrived in Gibraltar to be relieved by ships of Destroyer
Squadron FOUR. Finally on the morning of 20 October,
STRIBLING entered homeport, thus completing her ninth |
deployment to the Mediterranean., Three weeks later STRIBLING
accompanied by USE NOA got underway for eight days of plane-
guarding for USS AMERICA (CVA-66), returning to Mayport in
tine for Thanksgiving.

On Mcnday, 28 November, STRIBLING again left port for her
last major szvolution of the vear, a unit of Task Unit

29.2.3. in LANTFLEX 66. On 16 December the final sea detall
of the vear was set on boaxrd STRIBLING as she entexrsd Mavport

foxr a holiday leave and upkeep. She had logged 200 days
away from homeport in 1966.

US8 STRIBLING celebyated her 22nd birthday during 1947 and
the entire year was a busy and productive one as have been
21l the 21 earlier vears of her serice. The year was high~
lighted by two important events. The first was the witness
of a successful missile firxing off Cape Kennedy, Florida.
The second was completion of a highly successful and active
Mediterxanean deployment of over five menths.

During February and March of 1967 STRIBLING served as tast
ship ¥or several SS3N's completing their operational gualifi-
gations. Upon her awwxival at Cape Kennedy, over thirty tong
of gophisticated electronic gear was installed for use in

the nuclear submarine gualification tests and checkout. Each
day the ship would put out to sea in company with hex Polaris
caryying submarine and go through extensive exercises and
tests all aimed at the ultimate event, a successful firing
of a Polaris missile down the Atlantic Test Range. On the
day of the firing numeyous guests were aboard including
Commander R. B, HENRY of the Royal Navy, the man chosen to
serve as Commanding Officer of the first four British sub~
marines thai will carry the Polawis missile and therefore
markedly increase the free world nuclear capsgbility. The
fiying went off without a hitch and the entire STRIBIING
crew of Officers and men were comgmended for theiy timely and
outstanding efforts. Once again the destrover had proven
her versatility and shown the many talents of her crew, -
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whe loag, hard but successful Mediterranean deployment found
SYRIBLING serving in the enviroment for which she iz most
suited, extended deplceyment in a foreign sea exerclsing her
oifensive muscles with sister ships of the squadron, the BIXTH
¥leet, and various air and sea units of our RATO allies., 'The
HMediterranean deployment was both marred and highlighted by

cne event, a seriocus casuvalty to number four boiler. Though
the casuality removed STRIBLING from the active line for thirty
days, it was because of the superior efforts of her Engineering
personnel that her disability was so quickly repaired. The
entire generating bank of the boiler was replaced at Malia
Drydocks and the ship was back at sea less than one month after
the casualty occurred.

Her main propulsion plant back in commission, STRIBLING stecamad
out of Malta in mid-October and once again assumed her role in

the Mediterranean activities. Ports of call included Mytilene,
Gresce, Soudha Bay, Crete, Piraeus, Greece, Diano Marina, Italy
« which proved to be one of the cruise highlights - Taranto,

italy; Vallenta, Malta; Alicante, Spain; and f£inally Lisbon,
Pﬂxtugala

December and the Christmes Season found her heading once again

west, toward home and z long awaited holiday reunion with family
and loved onss in howmeport,

what STRIBLING met on 3 December was not a human enemy but the
natural enemy that has plagued men since there have been ships
in which to sail - heavy weather. The wind and sea began to
bulld up and by 4 Decenmber the ships were fighting for their
livea., Beas of thirty feet, whipped by winds of 50 to 60 knots,
dealt crushing blows to the ships. FPormation course was altered
to insure that damage was kept to a minimum, On 5 December the
stexm abated and the group again headed directly for home. On

& Degember the last sea detall for 1967 was secured and the ship
moored securely in a nest of destroyers at Mayport. The deploy=
ment was ended and the crew setitled back to enjoy heliday leave
and upkeep periocd. 31 December found STRIBLING gaily lighted
and a sscond place winner in the Christmas Lighting Contest,

1268 found STRIBLING celebrating her 23rd yeax of service, still
one of the steamingest ships in the fleet.

Following the holiday leave and upkeep period STRIBLING sailed
from Mayport on 7 January for Charleston and a yard overhanl

in the Naval Shipyard there. _

STERIBLING remained in the yaxrds, where crew and yard workers
labored to overhavl her engineering, weapons and electronic
systems and to vefurbish her living spaces, until 6 July. Aafter
SURIBLING thoroughly checked all systems she returned to homa-
port for 3 weeks., : '

On 26 July s=za detall was set and STRIBLING set her course Ifox
@IMO to receive 6 weeks refresher trairing. The hours wexre Long
and hazxd but the high state of training accomplished at thae =nd
was wall worith the sffort. ¥Following GTMO, STRIBLING steamad
dovn to gualify in gun-five support; enjoying a short buk plaze
sant and wnexpected stay in San Juan for 2 days.

Returning to Mayvport for a short stay with familiies and frieads
STRIBLING left again on ¢ COctober to provide services as Desiioydy
School Ship in Morfolk and Newport. Completing her assigned

tasks with many compliments she returned to Mayport on 21 Ccoitobeu.

in




Cotober 28 found STRIBLING steaming south to providse services
as Sonar School Ship in Rey West, the Warm sunny weather a
welcome relief from the cold fog of Newpoxt.

Returning on 14 Novembey 1968 STRIBLING moored alongside

USS YELLOWSTONE (AD-27) and commenced her pre«overseas nove-
ment tendex availakility. “he crew enjoyed the period of
holiday leave and llb93ty while working at preparlng for an
8 wmonth deployment in Januarcy 1969,

As STRIBLING moved into her 24th year of continnous service

in 1969, her crew was gvooming her for a gruling 8 month
deployment tce Southeast Asia, It had been nearly two decades
since STRIBLING's last wvisit to this part of the globe

during the Korean War in the 1950's., In 1969 STRIBLING's

guns and crew were being called upon to aid in the Free World's
‘@ffort in the Vietnamese conflict.

STRIBLING departed Mayport 30 Januvary 1969 for the 14,000 mile
journey to the waters off Vietnam in company with DESDIV 142
which included the destrovers NOA and MEREDITH. bDuring the
transit to the Panama Canal, the.destroyer LEARY from Norxfelk
would also join forces,

The transit included passage through the historic Panama Canal,
& brief stopover in San biego for PACFLEET briefings, a some-
what stormy passage to Hawail and then it was on to Yokosuka,
Japan and operations with the Seveath Fleet.

After a stay in Yokosvka which included final repaixs and
preparations, the STRIBLING steamed southward loaded with

ammunicion and displaying her new installation of 50 caliber
machine guns.

On the moyxning of 21 March 196% STRIBLING was "on station
ready for call for fire" in support of shore operations a
few miles north of NDa Nang, South Vietnam. It was here that
she fired first round in support of U, $. forces; an event
_now commemorated on hoard by a plague which incorporates
the actual shell ¢asing used. With this gunline effort
STRIBLING was in support of the 10let Ailrborne Diwvisicn,

but she would subsequently support South Korean Marines,

various units of the Army and, of course, the United States
Marines,

Duties following the gunline included Search and Rescua
operations {SAR} and on station Positive Radar Advisory Zone
{PIRAZ) activities which often brought STRIBLING to within
25 miles of the hostile capital city of Hanol. In there
agtivities STRIBLING acted as shotgun destroyer for darger
ships equipped with more sophastlcated radar and target
designation systems,

During the month of May. the Secretary of the Navy, John
uHAFrE, Was nmghxlneé o the STRIBLING for a first-hand
experience of @ destroyer on statiorn in the “Combat Zome®.

May, June and July involved plane guard duties with several
carrviers on “Yankee Station® in the Gulf of Tonkin, Welle
deserved liberty in Kao Heiung, Free China; Suble Bay.
Philippines,; and Hong Kong was enjoyed by the crew during
ghis and previous pericds of "on station® activity.

During the latter part of June STRIBLING left the Combat
fone for several weeks to plOVl&e guard services for the
carrier KITTY HAWK which was involved in activities in
the wicinity of Korea. This transit north provided an




mexpected bui greatly needed 10 dayupkeep period in SBasabo,
Japan.

July, the lest full month of act1v1ty in the Combat Zone was
filled by plane guaxrd duties and a short return to gunline in
suppoxt of anamphibious landing on the Batagan Peninsula

gonth of Da Nang. STRIBLING left the Combat Zone on 2 August
for the long travel home,.

“he homeward passage included a2 semi-diplomatic wisit to Rure,
Japan {20 miles south of Hiroshima) on 6 August - the 24th
annivexsary of the Atomic bombing of Hircoshima, STRIBLING
was gracicusly received as the first visit by a U. S. Navy
vessel in almost five years,

Departing Rure, STRIBLING retraced her steps homewaxd,
making stops in the now familiar ports of Yokosuka, Mlaway,
Hawaii, San Diego and Panama. A brief "R & RY stop in
Acapuleo, Mexico was also experienced.

STYRIBLING returned o hex homeport on 17 September 1269 for w
a period of lsave and upkeep. STRIBLING's activities while

- on deployment had resulted in numexcus accolades incliuding

& Seventh Fleet Let ter of Commendation for STRIBLING's

diligent efforts on the gunline, SAR, PIRAZ and plane guard

duties and her most creditable ability to weet every commii-

ment,

The latter part of 1969 included a test firing of an ASROC
off Chaxrleston, 8. C. and operations with the nuclear submarine
JOBN ADAMS for firing of a Polaris A~3 missile.

As 1969 drew to 3 close STRIBLING went into a reduced operational
or modified "CADRE" status. With the advent of 1970 STRIBLING
embarked upon the completion of a guarter century of service

in this country's first line of defense.

STRIBLING xemained in Mayport in reduced operational status
until preparations for another Mediterranean deployment began
in May of 1570. The next stop for the ship was Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, for modified refresher training in June of 1970.

STRIBLING departed for extended operations in the Mediterrvanean
with the U, S. Sixth Fleet on 27 August 1970.

?ANGIER, MOROCOD, and Valencia, Srain ware among the ports

isited by the ship during the month of September. In
Qatober STRIBLING took part in the "Jordanian Crisis® eavning
a Meritorious Unit Citation for operations in ceonnection with
that Middle East situation.

The ship returned to normal operations in November of 1970.
During thet month STRIBLING "showed the flag™ in many poris
including Mapies and Taranto, Italy; Athens, Greece;
iskenderon Bay, Turkey; and Bayc dorz, Spain. Christmas
found STRISLING at Golife Juan on the French Riviera.
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After further operations with the U. 8. Sixth- -Fleet, STRIBLING
crossed the Atlantic and returned to Mayport on 1 Marxch 1971 to
commence a brief Ystand down® period before entering Charleston
¥ayal Shipyaxd on 27 April for a regular overhaul. During her
time in the shipyard STRIBLING's crew worked diligently to in-
sere that the ship would agaln be ready to meet all her future
commitiments,

Her overhaul complete, STRIBLING departed Charleston on 5 Sept-
ember to transit to Mayport for a brief stay before leaving for
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba for modified refresher training.

STRIBLING arrived in "GITMO" on 4 October. After extensive
training. which included numerous engineering and damage control
drills and gun fire support exercises at Culebra, the ship re~
turned to Mayport on 15 Novembex 1971 to commence a series of
ingpections desigred to bring STRIBLING to peak efficiency before
hexr MED deployment on 15 Febrxuary 1972.

During this final period before deployment the ship went into
Jackscnville Shipyaxd at Jacksonville, Plorida for a Restricted
Availability to replace a defective sonar transducer. This
unexpected, but necessary yard work was accomplished in the .
minimun time possible, allowing STRIBLING to transit up to Nor-
fellk, Virginia, to run the degaussing range. On the way up to
Norfolk, STRIBLING joined USS TATTNAL, USS INGRAM and USS MEREDITH
of DESRON FOURTEEN for a brief period of tactical operations.

Through the aefforts of her coxew and supporiting facilities, STRIBLING
stands ready to continue her role in the defense of the wvital

interests of the United Statejégﬁﬁfy
7 ~ f;

R. L. BAUCHsprﬁs IR,
Commandcr, U. 8. Navy
Commanding Officer
38 STRIBLING {DD-867}
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